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- Over t:he past seveml menths, the m haﬁ anaiyzed in
~considerable detail the desirability of mitiating anew
pmduction run of EI».? aircraft in’ FY 66.» . ‘

P.ecentiy, the mrecmrs af Progrms B a.nd B reemded
' the procurement of 27 improved 13-2 aircraft in FY 66 and 67
for EAC and the CIA. Atlrfrs ne cost for this pr@peeed
program would approximate
 sensors and - defens:we eqm

' investment:. ' :

pment would x;equire asn &ddﬁ.timalj o

_ Unfartunately, our . amaiyaea hmze been mmbie te verify
- an unequivmal requimment ta p:ménee an mpwved U-2:

; | : Mthaugh a8 new versian would heve samewhat

o 'impmwed perfamm‘:e (climb, ceiling, mansuverability at

o - "altitude, etc), it would still be highly vulnerable to both

| ground and air missiles; thus, important aress of the mrm'
Wuld cantinue t@ be denied to u-z ﬂverfli.ght:. : -

aircraft, the advanced GAMBIT, and & new aearch/suweiname
satellite system wﬂl all be aperati@nal. »,

: . At the . preaent time s there are 21 U-2'g" availeble
to Program B and SAC. The S8AC U~2's are J=57 powered and
have lower performance than those assigned to Program B. How-
ever; if the SAC alrcraft were modified and upedated, the total |
fieet should be adequate te _meeat n&tional needs at least
thz:ough Y 68. : .

T b. in the same time. fx‘eme, the OXCART and SR-71
|
\
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f EXCLUDED FROM AUTOX ATIC REGRADING;
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in those two years; = 50X1
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CIn view of the above, piui the fact that tmpraved
i U-2's can be produced and delivered in about fifteem monthe,
o | 1 believe we can defer for at leagt another year any decision
L : on new aircraft procurement. However, modernization of SAC
S U-2'¢ to the seme general configuration as those &ircraft
- assigned to Program B should be initlated. nowﬁ i prchﬁaftﬁ |
-accompliah sueh.a pragram in ?Y 66 and 67.
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